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Members Ruth & Kevin’'s
Figaro named Betty 2
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KKevin Fagan

After months of planning, editing
and re-editing here itis! | really
cannot wait for the feedback from
everyone (good or bad) and more
importantly your contributions to
future editions - Our June edition
deadline is 10th May.

The purpose of Figgyworld is
threefold, one; to provide you
with useful Rnowledge which will
save you money and help you
Reep your car on the road, two;
to remind you just how gorgeous
these little cars are by seeing
them in full colour and stunning
locations and three; to raise our
game and ‘professionalise’ our
information by providing it all in
a easy-to-read and funRy new
design. The Nissan Figaro is such
a special little car and strange as
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sales@figaroownersclub.com
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it sounds we almost all have a
‘duty of care’ to enjoy it, looR after
it and of course show it off when
we can! ThanRs to contributions
from Toby Brooks, Simon Smith,
Ken Graham, Chris Towers, Ruth
Costello & John Cooper the
content is both varied and rich
too. And with much needed
additions such as the ‘Events
Calendar’, 'Suppliers Directory’ &
‘Member Discount Codes’ at last
you can find everything in one
place.

Now to the exciting stuff and next
month sees our first event of the
year which RicRs off at the superb
Ace Cafe London. The meet takes
place on Saturday 11th April 2015.
Last year the day attracted 70+
cars and over 150 people. We

~-[ROM

have a number of trade stands
So you can picR up some useful
bits and bobs. Everyone’s invited
and if you've never been it's well
worth the drive and | almost
forgot the bacon sarnie’s are to
die for :) You never Rnow you
could win a trophy or one of our
great raffle prizes on the day.

Last weeRend | spent the whole
day in my garage (with a small
heater for company) working on
the Club Car in preparation for
the Ace Cafe. The job this time
was exchanging the badly
corroded door mirror stalks and
handles for some re-chromed
new shiny ones (Courtesy of
The Figaro Shop). Like anything
you've never done before the task
took me an age to do.
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IKnowledge is everything and
after wrestling with a 10mm
wrench spanner and many
expletives the job was complete
and I’'m pleased to say looRs
superb. And that’s what attracts
me to the car it's an ongoing
project with no end date, but
more about this in our April
Newsletter...

Roof down and warm days. Catch
you next Month.

IKevin
PS: Thanks so much to Julie Janes

for the encouragement & help in
putting Figgyworld together xx

NEXT EDITION - JUNE 2015
DEADLINE 10TH MAY!

/Published by Figaro Owners Club, 58 Earl Howe Road, Holmer Green,
High Wycombe, Bucks, HP15 6QT, ENGLAND.

gallery, products & setrvices etc.
www.figaroownersclub.com

Nissan Figaro.

Extensive information for current and
future owners including events,

Comprehensive Online publication to
inspecting, test driving and buying the

www.figarotrader.co.uR

Over 20,000 technical and ownership
posts including technical manuals, guides
& information A-Z ownership issues etc.
www.figaroownersclubforum.com

Children and even Pets!

www.cafepress.com/thefigarostore RN
www.nissanfigarobuyersguide.com
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100% dedicated website for buying and
selling Nissan Figaro Cars, Parts &
Accessories. Sell your car from £10 or a
Part/Accessory for just £5.

Our club shop includes Figaro Owners
Club T-Shirts, mugs, stickers and more.
In addition it features the latest Nissan
Figaro Apparel & Accessories? Choose
from a wide variety of our official Nissan k
Figaro clothing for both Men, Women, SCO
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We currently list 4 members who hire
their cars but need more! If you're
interested then contact us.

Julie Janes - Purple Figaro

At your service for Weddings, Proms or Special Occasions.
Originally our wedding car, he (Mr Plum) is now looking forward to
going the extra “s..mile” for special days, proms and events. The
wicker hamper will be filled with flowers, along with a dash display
and vintage ribbon on the wing mirrors. Gleaming purple paintwork
offers the photographic opportunity for some arty reflection shots.
Email: juliejanes@Ffastmail.fm

Phone: 01767 627702

Website: www.facebook.com/purplefigaro

IKeep Calm & Marry On - Figaro
Retro Wedding Car Hire

If you've Fallen in love with these cute little cars, we have two
Beautiful Blue Nissan Figaros available to hire. We are fully insured
for weddings & proms & can provide this service tailored to your
requirements.

Phone: 01425 476831

Website: www.facebook.com/FigaroWeddingCar?fref=ts

FEATURE
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Vinnie's Vintage Vehicles

“Amaya” (‘night rain’) is our beautiful aqua blue convertible Figaro.
She’s available to hire in the South Hants area for £275 with all the
trimmings including personalised bunting. We also have a Figaro
green VW Campervan (Sleepy Jean). Vinnie’s Vintage Vehicles.
Email: hello@vinniesvintagehire.co.uk

Phone: 02393 231073.

Website: www.vinniesvintagehire.co.uR

RetroHire

Retrohire has been hiring self drive Figaros for 4 years now and
have done over 200 Hires including 50 wedding Hires. Currently

we have 3 hire figaros so at least one is usually available and we
usually have one separate one under our try before you buy scheme.
We are based in either North London or Brixham in Devon and the
cars subject to availability and a £ 50 Devon excess can be hired
from either Location.

We can deliver and Collect from only £ 25 in London and aim to
Reep our prices as low as possible so Figaros can be hired for the
weekRend , upto 60 hours hire, for as little as £ 160.

Email: alex@retroandclassiccarhire.co.uR

Phone: 07586 458823

Website: www.retrohire.co.ukR


http://www.facebook.com/purplefigaro
http://www.facebook.com/FigaroWeddingCar?fref=ts
http://www.vinniesvintagehire.co.uk
http://www.retrohire.co.uk

WITH JUST 3 MONTHS TO GO EXCITEMENT IS

GROWING...

Ken Graham talkRs to Figgyworld about plans so far

| hope that you are ‘Getting Ready for Scotland’ because, Scotland is
indeed ‘Getting ready for YOU!!

Route planning, map studying, route re-planning, car parkR

measuring, coffee tasting, toilet checkRing, tourist spot visiting and
donation seeRing - All in a day’s (or a bit more than one day’s) work for
a Figaro Owners’ Club Rally Planner! Studying the map doesn't always
have the desired outcome.

This picture was taken when, after | followed a delightful looking C
road with passing places on the 2015 map, the ideal start to day two of
the rally. The road, not more than a mile or two from our first hotel, was
to lead us on the first leg of our journey north.

| then discovered that the road had been permanently closed with two
sets of barriers recently concreted in to the road surface. When | fed
this information back to Kevin, he seemed more disappointed that
we would miss out on the experience of 32+ Figaros reversing along

a single-track road than anything elsell But, worry not, a new starting
point for day two has already been identified!

However, bacR to the first day of the rally. | was delighted when |
approached the people at Scottish Canals who run the FalRirk Wheel,
our first stop on the Tuesday. Our schedule meant we would be too
early for a ‘sail’ on the wheel as the first sailing is at 10.40am. Following
a simple request they Rindly agreed to do a special ‘Figaro Club’
sailing at 9.50am at a substantially reduced price (much lower than
their normal reduced group rate!). They will even open the entire centre
early at 9.30am, just for us!l And there’s a fantastic parRing area, which
has already been reserved for the Figs! We'll be in touch nearer the
time to check how many want to go on the wheel — we need a
minimum of 20 people and the Wheel can take 90, more than enough
for all of us, (even I'll be shocRed if we have 45 Figs on the rally!).

There's loads of information on the Club website events page,
including a linRk to my article for the New Year newsletter, so | don't
want to be repeating that stuff here. Suffice to say | have lived in
Scotland all of my (21+!!) years and even | am getting excited at the
prospect of our Figgys winding their way up and down some of the
beautiful Scottish Glens! So, Get Ready for Scotland!....and what better
way than to get an early 'taster’ of KilliecranRie before day 2, courtesy
of The Corries in 1975.

Watch Video - https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=ilsDdOGiMmO

There are a few ‘classic’ cars in the video sequence on the road, and
looR out for the 3-wheeler! Possibly we could have a quiz at the final
dinner with prizes for who can name the most cars...?? Or maybe not!!
Well, I'm off for another trial run to find road closures, tight bends and
car parks before you and your Figgys descend on Scotland!

See you all in June!l Ken


https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=i1sDd0GjMm0 
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32 CARS ALREADY REGISTERED!

Join the rally now simply register below
http://www.figaroownersclub.com/events/scotland-figaro-rally-2015/

“THE FALKIRK WHEEL
OUR FIRST STOP ON THE
TUESDAY. WE HAVE A
SPECIAL ‘FIGARO CLUB’
) G AT 09.50”
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THE
GET YOUR FIGARO ON OUR N O\/ERHEARD
FRONT COVER! END THAT

We invite all our members to spill the beans and tell us why you OF TH SE
are head-over-heels in love with your Figaro. What attacted you to USED TO
the car in the first place, have you carried out any upgrades or been -\—
anywhere interesting? BAC\< \N

HE 50s... umh

I'd never really been that interested in cars, they got me from A to B
and that was that but | was curious about the Figaro so when my mum
passed away and | was able to replace my beaten up old Renault, |
thought why not? | first saw “Betty 2” when she had just arrived over
from Japan and was in need of a little TLC! When | saw her after she'd
had her makReover, wow, it was amazing. Five years on and | can’t
imagine ever being without her.

| think what | love most is that wherever you go in a Figaro, from the
shops to the seaside, you find yourself smiling at people’s reactions.
From the children pointing as you drive past in the “toy car” to the
gentleman | overheard proudly telling his friend that he used to drive
“one of those” bacR in the 50s..umh...

My little girl loves driving with the top down, looRing up at the sRy

and begging me to go through the tree tunnels and screaming with
excitement when we do! My husband enjoys “scaring” Betty 2 by
driving her faster than | usually do although, apparently, she likes it?!
And my sister wants one in pinR (I'm a traditionalist when it comes to
the colour) despite the fact she can’t drive and has no intention of ever
learning to.

It's great to be part of the Figaro gang too, be that on a rally or just the
manic waving and grinning when you pass another Figaro on the road.
| can’t imagine driving anything else! Guess | must be a car person
after all, given the right car of course.

with Betty 2
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- J | . Car Name: Betty 2
| J Colour: Emerald Green

5., Picture: Ruth Costello
- Location: Rye, East
= ' Syssex, England.
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ACE CAFE
LONDON

Figaro Owners Club first event of
the year RicRs off at the superb
Ace Cafe London. Last year we
had over 70 cars attend. If you've
never been before its well worth

the drive!

BRIGHTON
INCARNATION

Calling all Petrolheads! On
Saturday 25th April 2015, from
10am - 6pm, Brighton’s famous
seafront road, Madeira Drive will
again host the UK's finest on four
wheels.

FREE

DRIVE IT DAY

The club has been invited
to attend this event at The
Heritage Motor Centre ,Gaydon,
WarwicRshire.

FREE

DONINGTON
HISTORIC
FESTIVAL

With close-fought racing every
day, over 400 historic racing cars

spanning seven decades, historic
rally car and Rarting action and a
‘living motoring museum’ created
by dozens of car clubs displays

— plus a host of other attractions
— exhilaration and entertainment
is guaranteed, whether you buy

a ticket for one, two or all three
days! On each day of the Festival
gates open at 07.30am and the
circuit activity starts at 9.10am,
finishing at around 6.30pm.

£20** Saturday, Sunday or
Monday - 1 day ticket — £20 Two
for One Offer

£32** Saturday, Sunday or
Monday - 2 day ticket - £32 Two
for One Offer

£45** Saturday, Sunday or
Monday - 3 day ticket — £45 Two
for One Offer

HERTS AUTO
SHOW

Our club have been invited

to display our cars at this
prestigious event. The show
is themed on anything with
an engine which means that it
should tick the boxes for the
paying public and also makes
the event interesting for other
exhibitors.

FREE

featured event

W

JUNE 14TH - SHUTTLEWORTH OLD WARDEN FIGARO MEET

AEROPLANES &
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GARDENS MEET

Explore the hangars, smell the engine oil, see the engineers at work
and then return on an event day to be captivated by these incredible
aircraft in flight, takRing off from our traditional grass runway. Also
discover the Swiss Garden which truly deserves the title of ‘hidden

gem’ and a great bonus.

£10 pp Hanges + £6 for op!
www.figar
shuttleworth-old-warden-2015/

ional Swiss Gardens

oownersclub.com/events/

SCOTLAND
FIGARO RALLY

Join us for our biggest adventure

yet when the club will be

travelling to the north of the UK

to explore the wild roads, castles

and wonders of bonnie Scotland.
£318 PP

CHERISHED
VEHICLE SHOW

The Lions Club of Chippenham
are hosting a Cherished Vehicles
Show near Castle Combe race
tracR in Wiltshire to raise money
for Lions Charity work.

FREE

SHUTTLEWORTH
OLD WARDEN
MEET

Join us at Shuttleworth Old
Warden Aerodrome and discover
a truly awe-inspiring collection of
historic aircraft and vehicles
dating from the first half of the
20th century.

£10 PP/£6 PP

BATH FESTIVAL
OF MOTORING

Last year the event welcomed
over 350 exhibitors and in excess
of 6,000 visitors through the
gate. Our club have been invited


http://www.figaroownersclub.com/page/events

EVENTS
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AUGUST 28TH-30TH SEPTEMBER 20TH

ENTRY COST:

JUNE 20TH - 21TH
ENTRY COST:

AUGUST 28TH-30TH

ENTRY COST:

o WHY NOT SEND
ENTRY COST: US YOUR EVENT/
RALLY/MEET
ot o IDEA?

Not an event near you? We're always
looRing for Venue and Rally ideas

so if you feel you would like to help
organise one then simply complete our

form and we will add it to this list of
events!

Submit Here
http://www.figaroownersclub

com/event-submission-form/

ENTRY COST:

JULY 3ITH-AUGUST 2ND

JULY 3RD/4TH/5TH \\\

ENTRY COST:

ENTRY COST:

Auto Jap Spares - Your specialist Nissan Figaro Parts Supplier



http://stores.ebay.co.uk/Automotive-Japanese-Spares_W0QQssPageNameZ12QQtZkm
http://www.figaroownersclub com/event-submission-form/
http://www.figaroownersclub com/event-submission-form/
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DUBRAVKA
VANDEPEER

LOCATION

South downs near
Steyning, Brighton,
England.

PHOTOGRAPHER
Steve Vandepeer
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BRIGITTE CARO

LOCATION
. Windmill at Windesheimer, Zwolle,
P (TN T INCIGEET N
e T i
e ———
PHOTOGRAPHER
Brigitte Caro

HENRICK GET YOUR FIGARO
IKROMANN PUBLISHED HERE!

We're always on the looRk out for those special

LOCATION . . . .
Vaerlose, Denmark. pictures so submit yours and get your car in print
and online

PHOTOGRAPHER

Peter Clausen / MotorClassic Submit Here

www.figaroownersclub.com/page/send-pictures/

30 TEARS OF SERVICE

!SFEEDYREB.CU.UK|

FIG Mumber Plates from
£150 +VAT + Transfer Fee

“Ficsas | s

02866 387124
www.speedyreg.co.uk



http://www.figaroownersclub.com/page/products-services/services/personalised-figaro-number-plates/
http://www.figaroownersclub.com/page/send-pictures/
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Coolant System and Hoses Information

| CONTRIBUTOR: SIMON SMITH (FORUM TECHNICAL GURU & GLOBAL MODERATOR) |
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Parts diagrams
(The Red letters and dotted lines indicate when items join up to. The Purple nhumbers indicate items as listed
below that are recommended to be replaced.)
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THE FIGARO’S ARE OVER 23 YEARS OLD NOW, WITH AGE
BRINGS THE LIKELIHOOD OF PARTS FAILURE IF NOT PROPERLY

MAINTAINED.

A common failure are the hoses in the coolant system. With age these
can crack and then split allowing engine coolant to be lost. When
coolant is lost the engine temperature can’t be maintained and will
continue to raise uncontrolled. If the car is driven further in this state
the results can be catastrophic to the engine.

Damage will normally be to the top of engine called the head which
can warp or crack with the extreme heat, this will then need removing
and pressure testing and if not cracked it will normally require skim-
ming which is a machining processes to remove a layer of metal to
create a completely flat surface again. Refitting will need an new Figaro
specific head gasket. However further areas of damage can occur and

should be properly checked; the pistons and rings can melt and in turn
damage the cylinders. Therefore overheating can result in a very ex-
pensive repair or worse result in a replacement engine being required.

The cooling system performance can be impaired over time by becom-
ing blocked. It is recommended the full system especially the radiator
be fully flushed both ways. The cooling system is around 4 litres. It

is recommended to use a 50% mix of 50% mixture of ethylene glycol
antifreeze with distilled water. Antifreeze comes in different colours
normally determine its life eg: 2 or 5 years. Waterless coolant is also
available, however this is normally only used on high performance cars.




The Nissan hoses are standard and not silicon. The standard shaped
hoses can be replaced with standard silicon ones, however I've not

seen a full set of silicon ones.

It is recommend replacing old hose clips with good quality “Jubilee”
type clips to reduce the likelihood of any failure. Although | haven't
specifically listed the water pump, it is recommended that this be

replaced at the same time as all the cam-belt and associated parts.

A list of parts suppliers is here:

http://figaroownersclubforum.com/thread/4397/figaro-parts-su

liers-list

Parts prices may vary, availability as detailed below. Some Figaro parts

suppliers have a set available.

Parts (Prices ~ March 2015)

1) 21200: Thermostat

PN: 2120005B00

The Figaro thermostat is marked
and set as 82°C, be careful

when buying as the Micra KIO
had two types of thermostat a
summer and winter 82°C and
88°C respectively. Nissan Dealer:
£15.85 \ Non genuine: ~£13

1) 11062: Thermostat Gasket

PN: AI06219B00 (was
1106201B0I) - Nissan Dealer: £5.11
\ Non genuine: ~£3

2) 11012E: O ring seal

(For metal pipe to water pump
housing) PN: 210492J200 (was
2104601B00) - Nissan Dealer:
£3.49. 1 found after replacing all
the hoses this started to leak
from this, perhaps | disturbed it. |
found the seal fell apart and was
crumbly, so worth replacing at the
same time as draining the system
and doing the hoses. Is fiddly to
get to though.

3) 14056X: Turbo Exit water hose
PN: 1405517B02 N.L.A.

Use generic 45 degree 13mm
internal diameter x 100mm long
EG: www.siliconhoses.com Item
A45-13 (BlacR): £9.00.

4) 14484: Balance water hose
PN:1405517B04 N.LA.

Use generic straight hose 4mm
internal diameter x 215mm long.

5) 14056W: Plenum Top water
hose

PN:1405517B03 N.LA.

Use generic 90 degree right
angle 13mm internal diameter x
160mm long

EG: www.siliconhoses.com Item
A90-13 (BlacR): £9.00

6) 27195: Outlet water hose,
(joiner between metal hoses of
water pump and heater pipe feed)
PN: 92430F3100 (was
9250001B00) N.L.A.

Use generic straight 16mm
internal diameter x 75mm long.

7) 27181: Front heater water hose
PN: 9240001B00 - Nissan
Dealer: £40.36

Available as a set of both heater
hoses 768 for £35 here: www.
ebay.co.uR/itm/2314873349377
NOTE: If trying a generic straight
you may need a longer hose to
avoid a Rink. 1I6mm internal x
300mm long

8) 27183: Front heater water hose 2
PN: 9241001B0O0 - Nissan
Dealer: £36.90 Available as a

set of both heater hoses 768

for £35 here: www.ebay.co.uk/
itm/2314873349377°

NOTE: If trying a generic straight
you may need a longer hose to
avoid a Rink. 16mm internal x
260mm long

9) 14055: Plenum Base water hose
PN: 1405517B10 N.L.A

Silicon reproduction available at
www.gjnorthall.com: £38.80

Odd shape, at back of engine
between inlet manifold pipes.

10) 21501: Top Radiator water Hose
PN: 2150117B03 - Nissan Dealer:
£28.80. Comes with the middle
metal feed to the balance (E)
pipe 4.

11) 21503: Bottom Radiator water

1[,’|um

Hose

PN: 2150317B0I - Nissan Dealer:
£35.44. Has a metal and plastic
strap to protect from chafing on
the metal radiator.

12) 21480: Radiator Water drain
cock

PN: 21480R0I100 - Nissan Dealer:
£3.60. These can get brittle and
shap

12) 21480E: pacRing drain
washer[/b]

PN: 2148118000 - Nissan Dealer:
£0.89

13) 21631: Oil hose 1 ** (between
and radiator bottom oil cooler)
PN: 2163203B71 (was 2163117B10)
- Nissan Dealer: £55.75 (3 weeR
backorder)

**NOTE: This is an oil hose and
not part of cooling system, have
just listed it for awareness and is
not normally replaced.

14) 21632: Oil hose 2 ** (between
and radiator bottom oil cooler)
PN: 2163217B11 (was 2163217B10)
- Nissan Dealer: £54.65 (3 weeR
backorder)

**NOTE: This is an oil hose and
not part of cooling system, have
just listed it for awareness and is

OWNERWORKSHOP
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not normally replaced.

15) NA: Radiator top to
Expansion bottle water hose
Only available as part of the
expansion bottle set (21510:
tank assembly reserve PN:
2171017B10)

NOTE: As it has got curve so
you may need a longer hose to
avoid a Rink if using a generic
hose. Use generic straight
hose 8mm internal diameter x
650mm long

16) 21430: Radiator cap

PN: 2143089907 - Nissan
Dealer: £13.07 \ Non genuine:
~-£6

Water Pump

PN: 2101019BY5 (was
2101019B25) - Nissan Dealer:
£41.41\ Non genuine: ~£22.00

Read more: http://

figaroownersclubforum.
com/thread/4856/

coolant-system-hoses-
information#ixzz3QikRhru8p

NEXT EDITION

RocRer securing Rit - Is your Fig
going off it's rocker!!
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“THE FIGARO NEVER MISSED A BEAT ON
THE WHOLE EVENT. IT RAN BEAUTIFULLY.
IT STILL GETS USED REGULARLY AND HAS
JUST HAD A NEW ROOF FITTED”
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ROCKING AT

ROCKINGHAM

Figaro competing on a National Classic Car

Rally - Tour Britannia in 2009

Club Member Chris Towers talks to Figgyworld

My wife and | bought this Figaro
as a present for our elder
daughter in 2005. It had just
been imported by a company

in North Yorkshire. When she
got married and moved abroad,
she wanted to sell the car so we
bought the car back from her —
the only car | have bought twice
in my life. It then got used by my
wife on sunny days.

My main hobby is restoring and
rallying classic cars.
Consequently | looR after this car
myself — even have a car liftin
my workRshop to make things a
lot easier.

In 2009, a friend | do quite a few
classic car rallies with, Tom
Callanan, asked if | fancied doing
the Tour Britannia with him in a
1967 Vauxhall Viva GT that he
had just acquired. The Tour
Britannia is an event that takes
all competitors around race
trackRs and stately homes over a

Silverstone Race Circuit and
finish in Harrogate. Tom, living

in Dublin, had to bring the Viva
over on a trailer to the start. He
had arranged for some friends to
transport his tow car and trailer
to Harrogate. Because | had to
get myself to and from the event
by car, | thought it would make
sense to get my car transported
from the start to the finish as well
so | decided to take the Figaro as
it was the smallest car | had that
would fit on his trailer.

The first circuits on the event
were the Silverstone Race Track
and the new (then) Porsche Test
TracR. Sadly, the Viva's engine
blew up on the Porsche Test
TrackR. We got towed bacR to the
pits then put the car on the trailer
and drove bacR to the overnight
hotel in the Figaro, where we
parRed it alongside all the other
competitors.

These events are not cheap to do,
and we didn't really want to do

WE WANT YOUR STORIES

If you’'ve been somewhere special in your Figaro then why not get
in touch. We need great pics and some words on your adventure

and who Rnows, you could be featured in our next edition!

Submit Here

www.figaroownersclub.com/page/send-pictures/

three day period. Sounded like
great fun as we would be
competing against Porsches,
Astons, Jags, Ferraris, etc.

The event was to start at

just give up and go home, so over
a beer or two in the bar, | came up
with this crazy idea of continuing
to do the event in the Figaro. We
managed to convince the
organisers of this, so got a

new set of rally plates and stickers and put them on the car - they
didn’t actually Rnow what a Figaro was. So, on the next morning Tom
drove the car to the start control, with me as co-driver, to everyone'’s
absolute amazement! Following a run round the tracks of Cornbury
ParRk, we then set off to RockRingham Speed Circuit. The marshals at
RocRingham all cheered when we started buzzing round there in the
company of all the other fast competitors. Tom and | had smiles on
our faces all the way round — we just couldn’t believe we were actually
doing it.

We then went to other venues such as Belvoir Castle and Cadwell
Park. At the end of the Figaro’s first day out, all our fellow competitors
dragged us into the bar to exchange stories of us hairing round with
them during the day especially when we had the roof down for most of
the time.

The last day tooR us to places like Olivers Mount in Scarborough,
Castle Howard and finally Harewood Hill Climb near Harrogate. At the
Finish and the Awards Presentation, we found out we had actually won
our class, but had to be excluded because the organisers now realised
what a Figaro was, and decided it was too young for the class they had
put us in! Still the applause and cheers made it all worthwhile. The
Figaro never missed a beat on the whole event. It ran beautifully. It
still gets used regularly and has just had a new roof from European
Trimming as the old one was beginning to shrink at the sides.
Otherwise, it has only needed normal service related items like
suspension bushes, braRes pads and shoes, oil, filters, plugs, belts, etc.

Lovely car! Chris
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This is the sill panel location. It runs from bacR to the front
under the car below the chrome trim section

Most of the rust is obscured by the chrome trim section

~FIGARO

This is a very severe example
and in this case the owner was
unaware of the problem

The first step is to remove the outer

Once the metal has
fabrication with the

—

MASTERCLASS

| CONTRIBUTOR: Toby Brookes

EMAIL: info@thefigaroshop.co.ukR |

EXPERT TOBY BROOIKS TALKS TO FIGGYWORLD ABOUT RUST!

When the Owners Club asked me to write an article using a case study from our workshops | wanted to describe something that many owners

don’t see, even when the work is carried out on their own ‘Fig’.

| decided it would be good for owners to Rnow what went on when
their car has this ‘'open heart surgery’. Although its not the most
glamorous diagnosis, there is no denying the fact that some Figgys
do suffer with rust! One of the hardest areas for us to describe, and to
warrant the cost of repair, is rust on the sills.

Figaro sills are formed in complicated shapes, the layers of box
sections press together in order to create the strongest structural
integrity. On convertibles especially this is very important.

When an owner comes to us with their cherished Figaro, looRing for
restoration or paintworR, they nearly always leave with a huge smile,
sometimes even tears. That's a great part of our job. The slightly
disappointing thing from our point of view is that with sills which have
been restored the car still looRs the same, runs the same, it may on the
surface seem that the MoT and invoice are the main achievements!

So | hope this article will encourage you to see the beauty in all
restoration, even the barely visible parts.

With this in mind | hope to outline what we go through in order to
make a sill repair in the correct way. These cases often begin with the
Figgy owner bringing their car in for restoration, or perhaps the car is
here already having failed an MoT on structural corrosion.

Once we have discovered that the sill is rusted our first tasR is to
remove all the chrome trim; we need access. In severe cases we also
need to remove the door.

Image 1 - You can see in the image the car before the chrome is stripped,
this is the sill. It runs front to back and is the area you see when the door
is open however its usually the out of sight areas which corrode.


mailto:info%40thefigaroshop.co.uk?subject=Figgyworld%20Sales%20Enquiry
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sill for inspection

Next step is to cut and fit the inner sill

; been removed its time the
 inner heel plate

Weialways try to spot weld the new sill in. This L b g
is how the originals were done and we want to This thick black tar is applied to protect the sill from stone
replace it to a factory finish -6 chipsandrust el

The new sill being prepared for painting

Image 2 - Once the chrome is stripped the car can be fully assessed
Image 3 -You can see what nasty surprises are often lurking!

Image 4 -The first step to the sill repair is always to cut away the outer skin
and inspect, sometimes its just this layer but in most cases it's more. In the
images we are using the car needed 4 layers - the inner heel plate, part of
the floor, the inner sill, and the outer sill. The inner sill helps to create the
strength.

Image 5 - Here is the new sill taking shape, carefully cutting and spot
welding this in place takes a lot of man hours.

Image 6 - Here is a sill repair panel before its cut up, the idea is to trim it to
match the rusty area.

Image 7 - The metalwork has to be ground smooth, treated, stone chip
protected and then painted.

Image 8 - The new sill is stone chip protected and then cavity waxed

Image 9 - You can see here whilst the sill is prepared for paint, it has
already been stone chipped giving it the textured finish. A well crafted sill
should look straight as though it has never been repaired. This sill will last
for 10+ years.

Image 10 - Once complete there should be no trace of repair, the car is i
structurally sound and ready to enjoy again... Finished and re assembled ready fonﬁée customer!

I'm more than happy to give any advice on the sRills or parts required to NEXT EDITION
carry out this job, thanks for reading... Toby looks a the preparation and process involved in

painting the Figaro
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JOHN COOPER: Figaro nut and all round good egg lets his car ‘Beep
beep’ talk to Figgyworld about the importance of daily checks

Being a Figaro comes with a multitude of daily challenges.
Notwithstanding I’'m getting on, having an owner that likes to push me
to my limits adds more than my fair share of pressures.

Don’t get me wrong. | love to go fast, otherwise why have a
turbocharger? But | am a classic. | need looRing after. Driving 40 miles
straight on the motorway in excess of 4500 RPM doesn't just happen
without Rnowing that everything that needs checkRing has been
checked.

My oil is dipped, topped up if necessary. BraRe and steering fluids

are checked. Don't forget the washer bottle either. It doesn’t help the
engine, but it is part of a routine that should become a habit. The more
time you spend under the bonnet, the less time a mechanic will have
to.

TakRe the coolant for example. It's checked, but rarely topped up. But it's
not just any coolant. It's Evans waterless coolant. That's right, there is
no water in my engine.

ThinR of the engine as a big pressure cooRer. You run the engine, it
gets hot. When the water reaches boiling point, it turns to steam. That
increases the volume, in turn increasing the pressures in the engine.
Specifically, hoses and other components.

And because there is no water, there is no corrosion. That helps protect
all of the parts likRe the radiator and water pump because there is no
corrosion build-up.

It's not for everyone, but everyone should take that extra bit of time to
make those checRs.In case you were wondering, the tyre pressures are

BIG PRESSURE
’ OF THE ENGINE AS A
THINlé R YOU RUN THE ENGINE, |ST BGS‘TL?NG
T WHEN THE WATER REACHE
\T,IT TURNS TO STEAM

rarely checkRed. That's because there is no air in them. Mine are full of
nitrogen. I'll tell you about that next time.

Happy motoring, and be safe out there!

Beep Beep

Spot the steam from the engine? John's steed in all its glory
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DISCOUNTS

THESE ARE YOUR MEMBERS DISCOUNT

CODES - START SAVING MONEY TODAY!

These codes are
confidential to you
Please never
publish them or
communicate
them to a 3rd party

SAVE 15% ON
CLASSIC LINE
CARINSURANCE

We've joined forces with ‘Classic
Line Insurance’ to offer you 15%
Discount on your car insurance.
t: 01455 639000

Read more: www.
figaroownersclub.com/page/
insurance/

DISCOUNT CODE: FOC3828

SAVE £10 ON
YOUR ‘AGREED
INSURANCE
VALUATION'

When insuring your Figaro we
highly recommend an ‘Agreed
Price’ at commencement of your
policy as this will provide a 'no
questions askRed payment’ at the
point of claiming Read more. As
the Official Nissan Figaro
Owners Club we are authorised
by Insurance Companies to
provide Insurance Valuations on
the Nissan Figaro. We can now
provide on-line valuations for
only £15 for our members
(normally £25). Order your
Certificate today.

Click here: www.
figaroownersclub.com/page/

products-services/services/car-
insurance-valuations/

SAVE 15% ON
YOUR FIGARO
MUD FLAPS

You may not Rnow this but the
original Figaro Mud flaps are no
longer available so we have been
working with a specialist
company to recreate them. Well
the great news is there superb
and really make your car looR
great in addition to providing
valuable weather protection to
your car!

Read more: www.
figaroownersclub.com/page/
products-services/accessories/
mud-flaps/

DISCOUNT CODE: FIGAROL1

SAVE UPTO 45%
ON YOUR
BREAKDOWN
COVER

The club is delighted to offer 45%
Discount off at enrolment plus an
ongoing 10% discount at renewal.
t: 0800 048 0075

Read more: www.
figaroownersclub.com/page/

products-services/services/save-
45-on-aa-breakdown/

DISCOUNT CODE: 729

SAVE 10% ON
YOUR FIGARO
COVERS

IKeep your investment clean and
shiny with our wide range of
covers.

Read more: www.
figaroownersclub.com/page/
car-covers/

DISCOUNT CODE: FOC7

SAVE 10% ON
YOUR FIGARO
MANUALS

Our range of Figaro Manuals are
a must for anyone who owns the
car.

Read more: www.
figaroownersclub.com/page/

products-services/publications/
DISCOUNT CODE: JNPZ10

SAVE £100 ON
RUST
PROTECTION

If you drive your car in the wet
frequently we recommend this
protection.

Read more: www.
figaroownersclub.com/page/
products-services/services/

rustprotection/
MENTION THAT YOU ARE A

MEMBER OF THE FOC CLUB

SAVE 7.5% ON A
BOOT RACK

One of the most popular
accessories this luggage rack has
marine varnished hardwood slats
to put the luggage on, giving a

more classic looR.

Read more: www.

figaroownersclub.com/page/
roducts-services/accessories/

boot-luggage-rack/
DISCOUNT CODE: FIGARO77

SAVE 7.5% ON
SERVICE KIT

This Service Rit is provided by
Autolink UK and is an ideal
solution if you are planning

on going on a long trip and
contains Oil, Air & Fuel Filters and
Spark Plugs. Read more: www.
figaroownersclub.com/page/
products-services/accessories/
service-Rit/

DISCOUNT CODE IS: FIGARO77

SAVE 15% ON
SEAT CARE

One of the main appeals of the
Figaro is the superb leather seats.
To Reep these in tip-top condition
the club works with the Leather
Repair Company who produce

a range of quality leather care,
repair & restoration products.
Click here: www.
figaroownersclub.com/page/
products-services/restore
upgrade/seat-restoration-

products/
DISCOUNT CODE: NFOC 2013
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FIND WHAT YOU NEED

GARAGES

Algys Autos Ltd (Fig4U)
Units A/C, Hallen Industrial
Estate, Severn Road, Bristol,
BSI0 7SE.

t: 0800 634 7576

e: sales@algysautos.com
w: www.algysautos.com

Bookam Autos

Leatherhead Road, Great
Bookham, London KT23 4RQ

t: 01372 456274 / 07927 370701
e: bookhamautos@gmail.com
w: www.figarosales.co.uR

DTN Trading

Ballacraine, ChucR Hatch,
Hartfield, East Sussex, TN7 4EX.
t: 01892 770319

e: dtntradin mail.com

w: www.dtntrading.co.uR

Figaro Car Imports

Based in Cheshire

t: 07969 114639

e: baz@figaro-car-imports.co.urR
w: www.figaro-car-imports.co.ukR

Figaro Cars

Unit 1, Grosvenor Road,
Wanstead, London, EI1 2GA.
t: 07836 713404

e: steve.mccartney@virgin.net

Figaro Doctor

Collingwood Road, Sutton, Surrey.

SMI1 2NX.
t: 0208 401 2288/07941 690372
e: figaro@doctor.com

w: www.figarodoctor.co.ukR

FigaroCars

Tesselscadestraat 22, 5216 JW,
s-Hertogenbosch, Netherlands.
t: +31(0) 738000239

e: info@figarocars.nl

w: www.figarocars.nl

Figaro Club

Gloster Lodge, Stambridge Road,
Rochford, Essex, SS4 1ES.

t: 07753 636131

e: info@figaroclub.com

w: www.figaroclub.com

Figaro Imports

11 Enterprise Industrial Estate,
Bolina Road, London SE16 3LF
t: 020 72371090

e: adam@figarocimports.com

W: www.ﬁgaroimports.com

Figaro Service Centre

Unit 5, 18 Salamons Way,

Essex RMI13 QUL

t: 0207 993 6976

e: figaroservice@hotmail.com
w: www.figaroservicecentre.com

Figaro Specialist

Opstalweg 2, 2671LW,
NaaldwijR, The Netherlands.P
t: +31 (0) 62-409-5387

e: info@figarospecialist.nl

w: www.figarospecialist.nl

Figaro Restore

Hallen Industrial Estate, Severn
Road, Hallen, Bristol, BS10 7SE.
t: 0117 938 2542

e: mail@figarorestore.co.ukr

w: www.figarorestore.co.ukR

KK.P. AUTO REPAIRS

Servicing Only

5, Raymond Court, Haverhill,
SuffolR, London, CB98PH.

t: 01440706175

e: email.Rpautosi993 mail.com

w: Www.Rpautorepairs.webs.com

Leigh Car & Commercial
1106-1108 London Road,
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex, SS9 2AJ.
t: 01702 716713

e: toyotawill@btconnect.com

W: WWW.nissanﬁgaro.com

Nissan Figaro World

182 Preston road, Wembley,
Middlesex HA9 8PA.

t: 0781 7676237

e: nissanfigaroworld@hotmail.co.ur
W: www.nissanfigaroworld.com

The Figaro Factory

Sayes Court Lodge, Liberty Lane,
Addlestone, Surrey KTI5 ILX.

t: 01932 852959

e: info@figarofactory.co.ur

w: www.figarofactory.co.uR

The Figaro Shop

Richs Sidings, Lower Bradway,
Didcot, OXI1I8AG.

t: 01235 812511

e: info@thefigaroshop.co.ukr
w: www.thefigaroshop.co.ukR

PARTS

Autojap Spares

110 Eastcotes, Coventry, West
Midlands, CV4 9AS

t: 024 7647 4848

e: sales(@autojapspares.co.ur

W: WWw.autojapspares.co.ur/

BookRham Autos

Leatherhead Road, Great
Bookham, London KT23 4R

t: 01372 456274 / 07927 370701
e: bookRhamautos@gmail.com

W: Wwwinissanfigarowordcom/parts.
html

Figaro Club

Gloster Lodge, Stambridge Road,
Rochford, Essex, SS4 1ES.

t: 07753 636131

e: info@figaroclub.com

w: www.figaroclub.com

The Figaro Shop

Richs Sidings, Lower Bradway,
Didcot, OXI118AG.

t: 01235 812511

e: info@thefigaroshop.co.ur

w: www.thefigaroshop.co.uR

Wilsons Automobiles &
Coachworks Ltd

Nonsuch Business ParR, Kiln
Lane, Epsom, Surrey, KT17 1DH.
t: 01372 736066

e: itjis@wilsons.co.uR
w: Visit Ebay Website
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ACCESSORIES

BOOT RACK

Autolink (UK) Ltd

Unit 1, Lycroft Farm, Park Lane,
Upper Swanmore, Hampshire,
S03220Q.

t: 01489 877770

e: admin@autolinkRuR.co.uk

w: www.autolinkRuR.co.uR

CAR COVERS

CarsCovers Ltd

43 Hermitage Road, Bridlington,
East Yorkshire, YOI16 4HF.

t: 01262 671962

W: WWW.carscovers.co.ur

Classic Additions Ltd

Upper Farm Barns, Rorrington,
Chirbury, Montgomery,
Shropshire SY15 6BX.

t: 01938 561717

e: sales@classicadditions.co.ur

W: www.classicadditions.com

CD RADIO UPGRADE

Clarion Service UK
Pennyfields, Malmesbury Road,
Leigh, Nr CricRlade, Wiltshire,
SN6 6RA

t: 01285 861861

e: mail@clarion-service.co.uk

W: www.clarion-service.co.ukR

Priced at just £6 and published
by the Figaro Owners Club
this Online (PDF) Guide will be
emailed to you within minutes
and is a comprehensive guide
to buying a Nissan Figaro.

Highly recommended to
anyone buying the car!

wwwi.nissanfigarobuyersguide com

Sound & Vision Technical
Services

284 Leith WalR, Edinburgh.
Scotland, EH6 5BX.

t: 0131553 2126

e: support@svtservices.co.uk

W: WWW.sviservices.co.uR

INSURANCE

ClassicLine Insurance Services
138 Castle Street, HincRley,
Leicester, LE1O 1DD.

t: 01455 639 000

e: info@classiclineinsurance.co.ukr

W: www.classiclineinsurance.co.ukR

LEATHER TREATMENT (SEATS)
Leather Repair Company

Unit 16, Argyle Street Factory
Estate, Hull, East YorRshire,
HU3 1HD.

t: 01482 976803

e: richard@leatherrepaircompany.com

w: www.leatherrepaircompany.com

LUGGAGE

Hillsalive Bespoke luggage
Hill View, Coppice Lane,
Middleton, Warks, B78 2BT
t: 0121 308 3172

e: heather@hillsalive.co.uk

w: www.hillsalive.co.uR

To guarantee that your Figaro is
properly insured it is important
to get it valued. This will not
only ensure that you are
completely covered should the
worst happen, it could also save
you money in the process.

www.figaroownersclub.com/

page/products-services/
services/car-insurance-

valuations/

MUD FLAPS

Performance Creations

Unit KK, Swan Centre, 4 Higher
Swan Lane, Bolton, Lancashir
BL3 3AQ.

t: 01204 659 594

e perfformancegeations@btintemetcom

w: www.performancecreations.co.ukR

NUMBER PLATES
Personlised Figaro Plates
Speedy Registrations
Millwood, Lisbellaw , County
Fermanagh, BT94 5HQ>

t: 02866 387124

e: sales@speedyreg.co.uR

w: www.speedyreqg.co.uR

ROOF REPLACEMENT
European Trimming Company

7 Amy Road, Oxted, Surrey,

RH8 OPX.

t: 01883 718530

e: info@europeantrimming.co.uR
W: WWW.europeantrimming.co.uR

RUST PROTECTION
Rustmaster South
Hatfield, Unit 2,
Symondshyde Farm,
Symondshyde, nr. Hatfield
ALI10 9BB.

t: 01707 274819

LooRing for the latest Nissan
Figaro Apparel & Accessories?

Choose from a wide variety

of our official Nissan Figaro
clothing for both Men, Women,
Children and Pets!

All products are in stock and
delivered within a days...

www.cafepress.com/thefigarostore

SUPPLIERSDIRECTORY

O 023

Rustmaster North
Knutsford, Springwood,
Pavement Lane, Mobberley,
Cheshire WAI16 7EQ.

t: 07748 274966

WINDSCREENS

National Windscreens

Silica House, Galena Close,
Tamworth, Staffordshire, B77
4AS.

t: 01827 338 969

W: www.nationalwindscreens.couk

GET YOUR
COMPANY
LISTED?

To add your business to this
directory simply email the club
with your Figaro services and
contact information.

sales@figaroownersclub.com

Figaro Trader allows private

& trade users to advertise
Nissan Figaro Cars, Parts &
Accessories. The site is owned
and run by The Figaro Owners
Club who represent existing
and future owners of the
Nissan Figaro.

www.figarotrader.co.uR
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